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The South Coast Region Early Learning Hub (SCREL) has been supported by The Ford Family Foundation
for the past 7 years to advance the Prenatal to Third Grade Alignment Project (P3) by funding a
dedicated P3 coordinator to lead the work, which brings together cross-sector partners to strengthen
relationships, align services, and build a continuum of support for families with young children across
the South Coast. A unique aspect of this project is the research agenda that is implemented annually to
inform understanding of community needs and identify key priorities for the Hub.

Findings from the 2024-25 research informed four key priorities for the P3 Program and SCREL
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Research Participants

Stakeholders from across Oregon’s South Coast contributed to research efforts.

1 51 families with young 1 families with young 8 O educators and community
children responded to children participated in partners who support the

a family survey in focus groups in Spring early learning and

Winter 2025. The 2025. Focus groups development of children

survey was offered in were facilitated by on the South Coast

English and Spanish. Parent Cafe volunteers. completed a survey in
Spring 2025.

All findings in this report are based on data from the three samples described above unless specified otherwise.

Partner Networking Kg.ymg:.Educators & partners desire more in-person opportunities to network
with professional peers.

of educators and community partners

participated in regional meetings and Of the educators and partners who had taken

@ collaborative partnerships hosted by part in SCREL's Regional Early Learning
SCREL in the past 12 months. Partnership within the past 12 months (n = 31)...

° understand how the Partnership is
87/o working to improve prenatal through
3'Y grade early learning outcomes.

Educators and partners indicated satisfaction with the
opportunities they have...

to network with educators serving children

63% on the South Coast. 84% feel welcome to contribute their
ideas.
to network with other types of early o
60 learning partners serving families and 83% understand the goals of the
children on the South Coast. partnership.
oy U0 network with families in their 77% feel parent and family voices are
58% organization’s service region. being considered in the work of this

Partnership.
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Chi[dcare Advocacy Key Finding: Childcare access remains a primary challenge across the region.

their community value parent
perspectives.

Educators and community partners
noted challenges in their ability to
provide services to families because of

Childcare Access

of families agree that childcare,
preschool, and school providers in

of families indicated that they have
been able to find local childcare
options that meet their family’s needs.

Family Childcare Needs

of families are satisfied with the
childcare and preschool options
available in their area.

ﬁ Challenges noted by parents included:
Limited hours

Waitlists

$ Affordability

of families with at least one
child under the age of nine
prefer childcare during the full
working day.

a lack of staffing, time, and funding.

Families and providers highlighted
ongoing gaps in affordable childcare,
particularly for infants, toddlers, and

children with disabilities.

of families with at least one
child under the age of nine
prefer childcare services
offered year-round.

Key Finding: There is a need for increased communication and outreach methods

Resource Awareness to promote greater awareness of programs and services.

of families know where to go

700/ in the community to get
o support related to their child’s

learning and development.

Common Methods Families Use to
Learn About Resources:

Word-of-mouth Social media

These methods were useful for some
and challenging for others, according
to family focus groups.

Awareness of Resources and Services

88
| 86
74
65
|

Public Learning  Home visiting Parenting None of the
childcare/ resources and family resources above
preschool support

assistance programs

‘ Percent of Families Percent of Educators/Partners
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Key Finding: There is an opportunity for increased referrals of families to various

Partner Referrals programs or services.

Percent of Surveyed Educators and Partners who Referred Families to Resources (n = 52-70)

Classes offered by i C Health and Wellness
o )Y o7 Early Intervention/Early 00s
95 /o Pathways to Positive 39 /° Childhood Special 25% Home visiting programs
Parenting Education (Babies First!/CaCoon)
709/ Public library story times 370/ Parenting Classes 230/ Group Connections
© and other library programs ° °
os Dolly Parton Imagination o/ Active Parenting course(s) oy Coastal Families Relief
67/0 Library 37/" 22 /" Nursery
School District Summer o .
th t Head Start/Earl >/
58% South Coast Head Start/Early 37Y% Enrichment Program 214 Another parenting class

Head Start

os Baby Promise/Preschool o Oregon Women, Infants & os Family Support and
45% pror),,,ise / 32 /o Children (WIC) 2 O /o Connections
. ‘i Class(es) offered by Take
o7/ Embol t Related o7 ODHS; Self Sufficiency >/ :
A5% e 297 programs (TANF/SNAP) 97 Root Parenting

40% Parent Cafes

Maternity Case Management

27% Healthy Families Oregon 3% (UCAN)

To support referrals, educators and partners requested:

««) Printed materials

Access to up-to-date

««) information about available

resources

Centralized website with clear

«V) and current information about

services

Impact of Programs and Services on Families

Families reported the following
benefits of Early Childhood services
prenatal through third grade:

ﬁ Fosters children’s development

<§X Supports literacy development and
enrichment

ﬁ Offers parenting support and skill
development

ﬁ Provides access to basic needs

ﬁ Offers social connection

To learn more about this research study or
to connect with SCREL to learn more about
P3, please email Skaidra Scholey at
sscholey@screlhub.com

66

South Coast Head Start has provided an
extraordinary educational program for
our son at no cost.

- Family Survey respondent

66

The Active Parenting class helped us work
through some big feelings and redirecting
our energy.

- Family Survey respondent

We want to hear from you! To
participate in data collection in 2026,
please scan the QR code and follow the
instructions for providing contact info.
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